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ABSTF‘MC"V _
The study aimed at determining the attitude of SS ||
Chemistry students toward examination malpractice
and its effect on theigéchievement. Survey research
design was employed in carrying out the study. Four
research questions were raised and examined using
100 randomly selecled SS Il chemistry students. Data
were obtained through questionnaire and chemistry
promotion exammdtion resuli¢ were andlyzed using
| percentage, independent t~test and regression. The
| ﬁndinﬂgs showed that 64% of the‘studénts had positive
attitudeﬂ toward examination malpractice and that
attitude toWard examination. malpractice has
significant effect. on chemistry students’ achievement.

The need for attitudinal re-orientation was

emphasized and several suggestions made.
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BACKGROUND T Q T{—"L STUDY

Nigeria as a nation is currently undergeing reoirth i
various sectors hence educatton cannct be an exception.

- The corner S‘Lome for reblmh in education sector hi INges on
the eradlcailcn of examination malpractice in our educational
[nstitutions. Examination malpractice can be viewead as
illegal acts done for one’s own benefit in the process of
testing the broad knowledge or ability in students’
gducational development (Ol pala et al, 1983 and Devis
1972)

The evils of examination malpractice are numerous ot
prominent among them include providing invalid data fore
evatuation hence making the decision taken based on such
data m'isieadincj, promoting laziness and indiscipline among
others. We have io eradicate the vice if Nigeria has to be in
tune with many societies i:ncludmg United State of America,
- which envisage entrepreneurial education age in this
millennium. The entreprensurial education age emphasizes
ambition to solve problems confronting? the society and

‘hard work these cannot be accomplished in examination

malpractice.era. Furthermore, assessment wili be mores

meaningful since examination will provide valid data for
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evaluation and mastery leaming will be given pror— -
attention.

Despite these merits, there have been widesnraz -
cases of examination malpractice across the country
(Obong, 1881 and Udoh, 19238). These cases of
examination mal practice pose serious danger to the
duthentlmty of the certificates issued in Nigerian
institution of ! learning vis-a-vis Examination Bodies. In
view of the evils of examination malpractice, the Nigeria
government issued decrees N 1973,1977,1983,1986
and 1992 stipulating various punishments for oﬁenders
of examination malpractice. These decrems
notwithstanding, Ndern (12998) and Udch (1998) still
reported that incidence of examination malpractice in c:zur
secondary school are on the increase.

This increase in the incidence of examination
malpractice might be as a result of attitude of students
towards examination malpractice. Alvarez (1989)
viewed attitude as behaviour that is regulated that is
regulated, filled with emotion,
Varying in intensity, and generality according to thé
specific situation in which they apply. He opmed that
attitudes are learned to form a Compcnent of the

-
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charactenstictrait of interest, appreciation, like, dislike, o';:far‘;;.:*
values and idea of an Lmd{‘v~idua[.

Ato (1986} and Aiverez (1989) reported that attitude of
students vary between junior and senior, male and female as
well as urban and rural studenits, Itis believed that if examination
malpractice becomes a component of chaféféﬁtef{ié{tic of aur
students, our edt.ica'tiona! system will be in 'f‘:aopardy.

Eventnough the Incidents of examination malpraclice are
increasing, student, student achievement is in the decline,
Omole (2002) cpined that a nation where over 70% of our
candidates adjudge to have interestin science and technology
orented careers cannot pr ocebd beyond secondary edu'cation
spell doom for our national development. He maintained that
anly 30% of WAEC candidates pass Science, Mamemdtmv and
Tecnnology subjects at cradit lavel,

TATEMENT OF PROBLEM

The probiem of this study was to find out the attitude of
chemistry students toward examination malpractice and its
effect an their achievement.

RESEARCH QUESTION
The understated research questions were raised to guide the
nvesligation.
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I What s the atliiude of of uvﬂw LoveE EXETTIELON

maipractice”

-2 How do the et md@ Q’i S\uqaﬂt‘: ioward examination
“halpracice vary \mmu
3. Hovf Ao ihe attituo r«; ot.«, tudents toweard examination
malpractics \'IXE{F.‘JJ‘;;,:f.:‘,‘-.,.i“.i?CJ’%EC‘JQEB (ceation?
4 What is the effectof students’ attitude toward

Cexaminavon malprachice onthelr achievemeri?

w‘zEfiﬂ‘"{ODC}L GEY

Survey researeh uw 3»1 wds auopledin ca carfying outthe
mvestication fhed rget popuiat Df’i was ali senior secondary
Lwor f.,h"ﬁm Stry students gRIce Loml Government Area of Akwe
Ihorr Stdte i heru wwa cwou“r qu SS H Chemistry students

1 puu.tc ac,bn muury SGF ou.; .n tne are Simple random
_"-1c3c:hmqueb \NGIP ui I|7ed mns e!c ci g 10 (5 urban and & rural)
ou_t_-of 1 Z-pubhc 500 ondary hoola in the local government
area In each srhooI 10 S8 1l chem stry studeris compriging
of 5 mah.,s cﬁﬂC © lernales were randomly selectad for the study.
T he Studﬂﬂ’[&; f\tti‘tudc TQ\-”dId Examination Malpractice

QJpsuonﬂairc”"(‘SATf MQ) wem constructed ugmg Lirket

formai bytha, mth:gator
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SATEMQ was 1. elicit infarmatic . on students attitude
wowara axamina. an malpracuce  Some of the COHIS I
which the gquestionnaire was 10 & ¢it information include
enjoyment of paiticipating and sustaining of exarination
malpractice among :_1>r'hersu.; A otal of 21 items were
developed and validaled using trree lecturers who are
experts in educational evaluation. Their feedback causad
two items to be eliminated and ore item amendsd. The
remaining 19 items were administered om 30 randomily
selected secondary two studentls twice within two week and
test-retest reliability computed. Reliability coefficient of 81
was obtained |

Allthe guestionnaires were administered personall:
on the subjects in-group per school after due consulatior
was made with schoot authtar'ii:ies and sampling completed.

Strongly agreed, agreed, dis sagreed, strongly disagreed and
undecided were scared 4,2,2,1 and O respectively for
| positive tems and rever sed fol Negative items.

_ 2000/2001 promation & xemmatlon in Chemlstry of the
students were used as indices of achievement SATEMQ
was udrninistered turing this promotion examination. Data
were analysed using percemage, independent t-test and'

regression. The sapare of regression coefficient (R?)
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was compﬁted using the formulae by Klinger and Pedhazur
(1973: 11}, in which the square of regression coefficient

(R?) is given by =

9

R o= SSreg .
S5t
Where Sareg = the sum of squares regression
SIS = the sum of squares total
The significant of R was tested by F-ratio given by
E? |
K
Foo=
. ]~ R-
N-K-1
Where K = the number of groups or variables
N = number of scores.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Answers o the four reseérch‘ questions earlier stated
were pravided in the order in which they were stated
Research Question Cne. What is the attitude of students
toward examination malpractice?

in order to explain students attitude towards

~ examination malpractice, the number of students who

301
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I do not like a schoal
system in which
cheating is not allowed

- 80

80

Fwill like to take my
WAEC or NECO
examination

in a schaol where
cheating is allowed

@1

g1

QJ

b appreciate peopie
who cheat for high
SCOres )

45

18

Fwill net like Lo attend
a symposium which
aim at discouraging
cheating in the
examination

53

17

il 3

K
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To cheat in examination
enable cne to heip
hunsell academically

60

12

I will like to vote for a
prefect whao
encourages cheating in
examinatlion =

65

I will not like to report
any person who cheat in
an examination to the
school authorities

48

18

1.

I will encourage peopie
to cheat in examination

-
-

56

16
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1

Il

NN

12.

\

Thers 15 nothing wrong
in cheating in

axamination

71

70

13.

- examination

| have sympalhy for

people got cheating in

87]

61

11

14.

There is nothing wrong
supporting peoplas who

cheat to succeed

68

15.

fwill like 1o make fnends
with people who engage
in examination|

matpractices

59

59

13

16

[ will not like to see
gxamination
malpractices stopped

in our schaaol

o
[

62

10

2u3
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| hate teachers who do
17 mot allow cheating in 73 73 4

their examinations =

| hate auithorities who
18 are against examination 57 57 15

Mmalpraclices

I hate my peers who are
18 |against examination 63 : 63 9

malpractlices

N=100
The resQlts shiowed that more than a haif of the

students had positive attitude toward examination

maipracticeé exceptin items 6 and 10.
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Fromthe rankad column, item 515 r.ankeci first with 89 9%
Af the student having positive attituds to the itern (1 will like
take my WAEC or NECO examinations in a‘school where
cheating (s allowead). Thisis foliowed by iteam 4 (i do notlike a
school system wherg chedtmg is not allowed) with 80% of the
studants having p itive attitude. Only 45% cof the students had
pasitive attitude toward item & (I appreciate peoplm wiho cheat
four high score). This s closely roﬂowed by item 10 ({ wili not like
to report any paerson who cheat in an examination to the school
autharities). ltem & ranked last. In the average (“—;‘5’--‘-—'?) 64% of
the studenis had positive attitude toward examination
malpractica.
RESEARCH QUESTION TWO: How do the attitudes of
students toward axamination malpraclice vary with gender?

in order to provide sclution to this research gquastion, a
null hypothesis was stated thus: Male and female students da
not differ significantly in their attitude toward examination
maipractice. To test the:hypothesis, independent t-est was used
and summary data shown in table 2. ﬂ

Table 2: Data for computing independent t-test for
difference in altitude of male and femnale S8 il chemistry

student tawards examination malpractice
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Gendsar . o < g7 o
. ,..._.....-I
Male (}() 50 318 251
' - {25
Female (X ) | 50 | 30.3 | 48.1

Not significant P>.05

Since the computed t(1.25) was (ass than the critical
value (1.980) at df of 28 and 05 level of significant, the null
hypothesis was retained hnence male and female S& 1
chemistry stud=nts do not differ significantly on their attitude
toward examination malpractice.

Resesarch Question Three: how do the attitudes of
students toward examination malpractice vary with schoc|
location? = :

In order to provide solution to ihis question a nuil
hypothesis was stated that urban and rural students do not
differ significantly in their attitude loward examination
malpractice. Independent t-test was ulilized In tésting this
hypothesis and summary data shown intable 3. _

Table 31 Data for computing Indepernident ttest of Attitude
of Urban and Rural SS il Students toward Examination

Malpractice.

Gender N A | & } T
Urban (X)) \50 %32.1 36.7
~\ 10§
' Rural X,) ]50 9 8]32.6

Not significant P> 0§
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The nult nyoothesis i retained because e o2~ 2 .= -
- e an b e - e T LI I g —p e e .
' '.“/‘:Jj \E.:J:\'_:S Lz . :C‘vrlii‘-.zv;ll [51\_1_.‘; [ \-.._‘n 0 Mo e Q...il\_i "t T =
JR -S— £ - -~ T - -
or :igimicant, 1N

refore urban and rura! students do not differ
pignificanly imonasr aditudes oward 2xaminaton malpractics

m—esearch Queston Four Whatis the effect of students attitude
Wward examinancn malpracuce e therr achievemeant?
Regression analysis was employed in the provision of

answar 1o this

{12

—

S
zarch queasuon

The sammary data {or

computing squars of regression coefficient and F-ratio are
sNown in @his 4§

Tablz 4 Summary data for computing R and

F-raton of regression of achievement an attitude

tSource SSreg ) S5 df R F

Regression of

{}

achievement 2ed

{2
—~J
W
[68]
=~
(62]
B
(8]
—Xx

B B7*
on attitude

*Signiticant P<0s

The computed F(88.67) is greater than the critical
value (3.5

(AN

Jatdi of 1 97 and 05 level| of significant.

[
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Hence attitude of students toward examinatan
malpractice hava significart effect on thair achieavemeant
The value of square of regressian coefficient (Rz‘} iNndicated
that the contribution of the independent variable ( attitude)
o the dependenty variable (achievement). The value of
R™ (&8861) indicated that 68.61% of variation on
achhievement is as a result of examination malpracics

HECUSSHON :

The results that the students have positive attitude
toward examination malpractice is verv sad aspecially
when results of analysis has shown that it has significant
sffect ontheir perforl%ance.

The attitude of students toward examination
malprac{ice needs to be re-oriented so that they can
appreciate the evils of examination malpractice. The family
should be encouraged by governreant to start this crusade.
When the society de-emphasized success through
examination malpractice, students attitude could change
for the better. VWhen students are out to pass examination
even when they do not work hard, cheating is eminent

Hardwork according to Afrifa (1991) is the secret
of success in the SSC examination but unfortunately many
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students in our secondary schoals are not hardworking
nstead, a graat deal of time 13 usad 1o prepare o cheat
Adeyeme (1974) 1s of the apinion that In a school system where
everybody i1s hardworlking, most mamisers of the school would
becﬁsdpnned.Th@nﬂpﬁcéﬁonisﬁuﬂcﬁsmpnnepnoducesseﬁ—
comhatcwdarmwaSS,Dbedmﬂwxaand;ymNerofcoopEwaﬁonﬁnthe
students. These can promote positive attitude towards
examination malpractice.

One of the ways of solving examination malpractice is
throughn atutudinal reorientation by teaching using Mastery
Learning Approach propose that a teacher can teach so that all
his students to master the cbjective of each lesson. When most
students learn well most of what had been taught! they are likely
to acqguire some pasilive attitude towards learming and become
more prepared to learm. In such approach, hardworkwould be
emphasized. The students would be better prepared to tackle
exanﬂnaﬁon problem. The students will approach the

examination with canfidence.
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CONCLUSION

Since all fegal efforts to combat -2~ = |

malpractice by Fedeargl Gaovernment seemne:iiz . = 2 "<

antic lpdted rwaultb It SDULSFb there 13 a gr"“: Tzl o

SUGGESTIONS

The understated suggestions were made intha hgr:

of the findings of this study.

1.

N

There should be vigorous and sustained
anlightenment campaigns in the churches, mosgues,
N schools, at various community, ward and group
meetings at National, State and Localt government
levels an the evil of examination malpractice.
Occasionally, intensive seminar and workshop on evif
of examination malpractice should be organtzed for
students. .

There is need far our ra.,hg:ou:. leaders traditional
rulers community leaders chairmen of PTA,
ANCOPS, NUT and other related bodies to be
nvotved in fighting the problem of examination
malpractice,

Teachers should be adezquately motivated to work

hard and imbibe mastery learning approach.

]
1.

»t
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COMMISSICH Tor ethics in educalion to pre:

means of promoting maoral and ethical vaiuas ©

the family.

Federat Governmant

-l ) -

should estao:

-

—

{u

PRSPt

Hard working students should be given incantive.
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