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ABSTRACT

This research work was designed to investigate the causal relationship
of some psycho academic and school variables as determinants of JS
3 students’ performance in English and Mathematics in Akwa Ibom
State, Nigeria. This work was particularly to examine the extent to
which the psycho academic variables of (study habit, test anxiety,
attitude to schooling and attitude towards English and Mathematics
and test wiseness) relatively and collectively contribute to students’
performance in English/Mathematics. Through the construction of a
nine variable path model for the two subjects, significant pathways
were to be identified that could be used to explain students’
performances in English and Mathematics. The most meaningful
causal models as well as direct and indirect effects of the psycho
academic and school variables on students’ performances in English
and Mathematics were to be established. To provide a foundation for
the study, theories on attitude, study habit, test anxiety and test
wiseness were reviewed and five hypotheses were formulated tb guide
the study. This ex post facto research employed stratified random
sampling technique in selecting a total of 853 (407 males and 446
females) students from 20 secondary schools in Akwa Ibom State. The
study made use of three researcher developed and standardized

instruments namely — a 50-item English studies achievement test, 40-
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item Mathematics achievement test and a student psycho academic
information questionnaire. Data generated from these instruments
were analyzed using multiple regreésion, the path analysis and the 3 —
way factorial analysis of variable. Resuit of the findings showed models
with seventeen and fourteen significant path ways for English and
Mathematics could be used to explain the effect of some psycho
academic and school variables on students’ performance in English
and Mathematics. Furthermore, school proprietorship, attitude to
schooling and subject and study habit can predict students’
performances in both English and Mathematics as they were also
found to have a direct and significant causal effect on students’
academic performance. Another important finding was that the total
direct effect of these variables on performance in English and
Mathematics was 63% and 66% respectively. It was recommended
that the government, teachers, parents and all stakes holders in the
educational sector should put in place the necessary mechanism to
improve the teaching/learning conditions in public schools to enable
students in these schools compete favourable with their counterparts in
private schools. More so, parents and teachers would need to
consciously work on their students’ attitude to schooling and the
different school subjects.as this will directly impact their academic

performance.
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